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Report to Commissioners Outlines ADA Progress and Identifies Ongoing Efforts 
County Efforts Range from Sidewalk and Signage Improvements to Video Telephones  

 
El Paso County, CO, Thursday, Jan. 19, 2016 – Over the last ten years El Paso County has added just 
over 178-thousand linear feet of new sidewalks and curbs and 849 pedestrian ramps to provide easier 
access and improved mobility throughout the County.  County ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) 
Coordinator Rob Hernandez reported to Commissioners today that the County has invested nearly 3-
million dollars in facilities and equipment over the last ten years.  “So we’re not just talking about it, 
Hernandez said, “We are doing the best we can to assure equal access for all our citizens.”        
 
Hernandez, who was named full time ADA Coordinator in September of 2014, provided Commissioners 
with an overview of progress made as well some of his ongoing projects. Working with the 
Independence Center the County has secured funding for video telephones to be placed in several 
facilities to assist those with hearing impairments and Daniels Foundation has provided funding to 
purchase a portable hearing assist loop system that can be deployed to remote locations for meetings and 
briefings associated with disasters, emergency preparedness and response.  Collaborating with the 
Colorado Advisory Council for Persons With Disabilities, El Paso County was the first in the state to 
implement the new “Think of Me, Keep It Free” statewide campaign to keep handicap parking spaces 
open for those who need them.  A new wheel chair accessible viewing area was installed and 
accessibility improvements were made to restrooms at the El Paso County Fairgrounds in 2015 and the 
Fairgrounds Master Plan includes a number of paved accessible pathways throughout the complex.        
 
“I'm probably the luckiest ADA Coordinator there is,” he said.  “The ADA Coordinator usually falls 
under Human Resources and it’s a much more difficult process to work with facilities and public works 
but where I am, in Public Services, I can just go downstairs and talk with the engineers and we have a 
staff meeting every Monday making it easy to collaborate with facilities and engineering to identify 
problems and work on them.” 
 
Looking ahead the County has identified additional improvements ranging from the replacement of old 
drinking fountains to lowering the height of customer service counters, billboards and direction signs.  
Additionally, the County continues to work with land developers and builders to assure that new 
neighborhoods have accessible sidewalks, trails and parking facilities and with parks and transportation 
planners looking for innovative ways to solve accessibility challenges wherever possible.   
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